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Washington, May 3, 2004 - Washington, D.C.- U.S. Congressman Mike Pence hailed the
release of hazard mitigation funds today that will provide flood relief for the cities of Bluffton and
Decatur, Indiana. 

“Almost a year later, the affects of the Flood of 2003 are still very evident in the communities of
Bluffton and Decatur,” said Pence. “I commend the Bush Administration for coming through with
much-needed assistance that these flood-ravaged communities could not provide on their own.”

The Department of Homeland Security will provide funds to the Indiana State Emergency
Management Agency for a voluntary project to assist areas hit by the flood. Specifically,
$684,926 will go to the City of Bluffton and $717,779 will go to the City of Decatur. 

The funds will be used to purchase 11 flood-damaged homes in Bluffton and 16 in Decatur. The
properties will be purchased at a pre-disaster fair market value, demolished and the area will be
used as a neighborhood park or open space in perpetuity. 

“I congratulate Bluffton Mayor Ted Ellis and Decatur Mayor Fred Isch for never giving up in their
quest to help the people in their communities,” said Pence. “The assistance provided today is
due in large part to their hard work and dedication.” 

Bluffton 

The properties are all located within the 100-year flood plain adjacent to the Wabash River in
the Washington/Mulberry street area. The phased, voluntary, project is expected to begin with
the acquisition of 11 homes on Washington and Bennett Streets. When completed, the total
project is expected to include 25 residential structures. The project area is adjacent to the
Wabash River Greenway and the open land will be turned into a picnic area. 

FEMA will pay 75 percent of the $913,234 cost of the project through its Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program. The City of Bluffton will contribute the entire 25 percent match requirement of
$228,308 for the project. The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program is administered within the state

 1 / 2



PENCE HAILS FLOOD-RELIEF GRANTS FOR BLUFFTON AND DECATUR

by the Indiana State Emergency Management Agency. 

Decatur 

The project consists of 10 properties located on Parkview Drive North in the St. Mary’s River
floodplain. The remaining six homes are located in the Meadow Lane neighborhood and are
also in the floodway of the St. Mary’s River. This project is the first phase of a proposed phased
voluntary project to acquire approximately 37 structures. The land acquired for open space
purposes will be restricted in perpetuity to open space uses and will be unavailable for
construction of flood damage reduction levees, transportation facilities, and other purposes. 

FEMA will pay 75 percent of the $999,543 cost of the project through its Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program. The City of Decatur and the Maumee River Basin Commission will contribute
the 25 percent match requirement of $249,886 for the project. The Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program is administered within the state by the Indiana State Emergency Management Agency.
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