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Congressman Pence and the City of Columbus today honored Reverend Arthur Schwenk of
Hope. Columbus Mayor Fred Armstrong proclaimed today as Herr Pastor Arthur Schwenk Jr.
Day. Congressman Pence, a former student of Schwenk's, honored his German teacher with
the following tribute into the Congressional record. A photo of Congressman Pence with 
Reverend Schwenk and his daughter Laura is also below:
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  HONORING ARTHUR SCHWENK -- (Extensions of Remarks - July 27, 2010)  [Page: E1442]  ---  SPEECH OF  HON. MIKE PENCE  OF INDIANA  IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2010        -  Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise to honor an extraordinary servant leader and fellowHoosier. My relationship with Reverend Arthur Schwenk dates back to my school boy dayswhen I was a student in his German class, and I recognize his extraordinary achievements andwork on behalf of German-American relations.           -  Reverend Schwenk earned his Bachelor of Arts Education and Master of Arts degrees inGerman and psychology from Ball State University, and went on to teach in the public schoolsystem for 34 years. In 2005 he graduated from Concordia Theological Seminary with aMasters degree in theology and was ordained in 2006.           -  Throughout his career, Reverend Schwenk was an active and engaged community leader,as well as citizen ambassador. Never one to sit on the sidelines, he was instrumental in creatinga partnership between my hometown of Columbus, Indiana, and Lane, Germany, and he alsohelped Indiana counties learn about many facets of German culture. For over thirty five years,Reverend Schwenk organized and led both adult and student tour groups to Germany to learnfrom and engage in German culture.           -  Clearly, Reverend Schwenk is passionate about, and dedicated to, helping fellowHoosiers and Americans better understand and appreciate German-American relations. It ismost fitting that he is being awarded the ``Federal Republic of Germany Friendship Award,'' oneof the highest awards bestowed upon an individual by the German government. This prestigiousaward honors Reverend Schwenk's desire to create mutual understanding and appreciation ofhis native Germany here in America. On behalf of hundreds of students, myself included, Ithank Reverend Schwenk for his sacrifice in educating and encouraging continuedunderstanding and respect for German-American relations.     
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