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Congressman Pence addressed local farmers and constituents at the Farm Bureau
Headquarters in Winchester . The Winchester News-Gazette was there
and filed the following story and picture:

  

  

Congressman Pence discusses health care legislation

  

By BILL RICHMOND
City editor
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  (Photo from Winchester News-Gazette)  Sixth District Congressman Mike Pence (R-Columbus) Saturday afternoon addressed astanding room only group at the Winchester Farm Bureau office. Although he touched on avariety of issues, Pence mostly expressed his views on the current health care debate, assuringconstituents neither of the proposals currently under consideration in the House and Senate willnot be passed into law.  "I believe this proposal is a government takeover of health care," he said. "When governmentmandates you have to have it, it's a government overtaking of about 1/6 of our economy. Thatputs us on the road to socialism."  Pence said his main objections to the current legislation have to do with the overall approachwhich he sees as unconstitutional (referring to the pocket-sized Constitution booklet protrudingfrom his shirt).  "I see nowhere in the Constitution where it gives the government the ability to mandate youhave to purchase a contract with a particular interest," he said. "The government can requireyou to have car insurance, but it cannot force you to own a car."  Pence said he's also deeply troubled that the Senate bill provides federal funding for electiveabortions. He noted that some people say it does not, or else claim that prior legislation whichhas not been repealed and forbids government funding for abortion would override any suchprovision. He asked people to find out for themselves by going online to the Catholic Church orRight to Life organization websites. He said the Senate health care bill is the worst pro-abortionbill brought under consideration since Rowe vs. Wade.  "The Senate bill can't be fixed," he said. "There aren't enough pro-life votes in the Senate to fixit. I feel it's been utterly rejected by the American people. The only thing I know standing beforeyou today is they don't have the votes. If they had the votes, I'd be on a plane back toWashington to vote on it.  "I still believe we can stop this bill. And we have to stop it. There are serious problems if wepass this bill."  He said they need to start over to create real health insurance reform that improves costswithout growing government.  "The day after this bill is defeated, I will say to my colleagues on the left and on the right, 'Let'ssit down and work on some step by step bills that provide real reform,'" he said.  When asked what is likely the Democrats' secret agenda in passing what is perceived as anincredibly unpopular proposal, Pence said the liberal plan is not a secret at all.  "Their social policy is more akin to the policies of Western Europe, in countries such as France,"he said. "That is something that is not evil, it's just wrong (the final word being drowned out bynearly everyone in the room saying it in unison).  "While a massive government takeover of health care may mean short term losses (for theparty), it could create long term transformational changes which may benefit the left. When Ihave to look to the government for assurance in a time of medical crisis, all these issues oflimited government and personal responsibility just become academic exercises. It's somethingto think hard about."  He said one big thing the House and Senate can do when they defeat the health care bill laterthis week is enact bipartisan legislation that sets reasonable limits on malpractice insurancecosts. He said limiting the amount of money a person can sue for in a malpractice case will letdoctors get back to doctoring.  Pence said Democrats also don't have the votes to pass Cap and Trade legislation. He said thepublic now sees the initiative for what it is, a massive energy tax and an incredibly bad idea.  Pence said he has spent his political career fighting against big spending and is convinced nowmore than ever of the importance of decreasing the size of the government bureaucracy toreduce government spending.  "I want to leave you encouraged," he said. "It's happening. It might have been the Wall Streetbailouts. It might have been the dramatic increase in debt under a Republican president, but I'mconvinced there's a change coming. Everywhere I go in the state, people are rising up andstepping up and saying that same thing. It's not about Obama. I think the Wall Street bailoutwas the last straw. That banks would send the bill for their misdeeds to Randolph County iswrong."     
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