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Kandahar City, Afghanistan
December 28, 2009

Rising early, we boarded a C-130 cargo aircraft and flew roughly an hour south of Kabul to the
storied city of Kandahar.

Kandahar was founded by Alexander the Great and lies on a verdant plain surrounded by
jagged mountain peaks. Kandahar is also the cultural center of the Taliban, the extremist
political sect that took over Afghanistan in the 1990's and turned it into the extremist state that
eventually harbored Osama Bin Laden and Al Qaeda prior to 9-11.

There is an old saying that "whoever controls Kandahar, controls Afghanistan." Many believe
that to still be true today.

Recently, the Taliban has been redoubling its efforts to win over the population in this region but
U.S. forces and our allies are leaning into the fight. As evidence of its importance, this province
is expected to receive a significant portion of the 30,000 additional troops approved by
President Obama.

As yesterday, we began our day with extensive briefings from military and civilian personnel
about the tempo of operations in the region.

Then it was time to go see it for ourselves.
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