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In today's Wall Street Journal, Mary O'Grady writes in her "Americas" column that

Ever since Manuel Zelaya was removed from the Honduran presidency by that country's
Supreme Court and Congress on June 28 for violations of the constitution, the Obama
administration has insisted, without any legal basis, that the incident amounts to a "coup d'état"
and must be reversed. President Obama has dealt harshly with Honduras, and Americans have
been asked to trust their president's proclamations.

Now a report filed at the Library of Congress by the Congressional Research Service (CRS)
provides what the administration has not offered, a serious legal review of the facts. "Available
sources indicate that the judicial and legislative branches applied constitutional and statutory
law in the case against President Zelaya in a manner that was judged by the Honduran
authorities from both branches of the government to be in accordance with the Honduran legal
system," writes CRS senior foreign law specialist Norma C. Gutierrez in her report.

In its actions toward Honduras, the Obama administration is demonstrating contempt for the
fundamentals of democracy. Legal scholars are clear on this. "Judicial independence is a
central component of any democracy and is crucial to separation of powers, the rule of law and
human rights," writes Ahron Barak, the former president of the Supreme Court of Israel and a
prominent legal scholar, in his compelling 2006 book, "The Judge in a Democracy."

"The purpose of the separation of powers is to strengthen freedom and prevent the
concentration of power in the hands of one government actor in a manner likely to harm the
freedom of the individual," Mr. Barak explains-almost as if he is writing about Honduras.

He also warns prophetically about the Chavez style of democracy that has destroyed Venezuela
and that Hondurans say they were trying to avoid in their own country. "Democracy is entitled to
defend itself from those who seek to use it in order to destroy its very existence," he writes.
Americans ought to ask themselves why the Obama administration doesn't seem to agree.
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Congressman Pence released a statement today , saying in part

Since the dawn of the American experiment, the American cause has been freedom and in that
cause America has never been silent.

"In light of our proud national tradition of supporting the spread of freedom, rule of law and
democratic institutions around the world, | am disappointed that the President and his Secretary
of State have devoted so much effort to undermining democracy in Honduras. The President
should be supporting the legitimate authorities in Honduras as they work to preserve
self-determination in their country rather than aligning himself with virulently anti-American
foreign leaders like Hugo Chavez, the Castro brothers and Daniel Ortega.
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