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Wall Street Journal Editorial :

Incredibly, even after these revelations, six Democratic Senators and one liberal Independent
still voted against barring the group from receiving federal housing money. (See nearby list.) Or
maybe this isn't so surprising given the deep ties between Acorn and one of the Democratic
Party's most reliable special interest groups, Big Labor. In some states, Acorn and the Service
Employees International Union share a mailing address. Some Democrats so value Acorn's
political activism that the group's unscrupulous behavior, however egregious, is apparently
excusable.

Conservatives have long complained that the type of voter fraud countenanced by liberal groups
like Acorn taint the integrity of the ballot. Liberals remain unpersuaded, though to date some 70
Acorn employees in 12 states have been convicted of voter registration fraud. The political left
insists that voter identification laws suppress turnout, especially among minorities. Yet Georgia
and Indiana, the states with the strictest voter ID laws, had record voter turnout including record
Democratic turnout last November. Courts have repeatedly struck down attempts by Acorn
activists and others to repeal these laws as discriminatory.

John Fund Op-ed in Wall Street Journal -

Regardless of the wisdom of that vision, it's time to follow the lead of the Census Bureau and

cut the government's ties to the highly dubious characters surrounding Acorn. (The group has
taken in more than $53 million in direct funding from the federal government since 1994, and

substantially more indirectly through states and cities that receive federal block grants.)

Acorn's allies in Congress have long stopped every move to rein it in. Rep. Steve King (R.,
lowa), for example, has tried six times to get House floor votes restricting Acorn's access to
federal funds but has been blocked by Speaker Nancy Pelosi's hand-picked Rules Committee
members. Some Democrats have grumbled. Michigan's John Conyers, chair of the Judiciary
Committee, urged a hearing be held on Acorn abuses in March, but later told the Washington
Times "the powers that be decided against it."
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