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Today's Wall Street Journal editorializes  -

  

Which brings us back to Guantanamo. The President went out of his way to insist that its
existence "likely created more terrorists around the world than it ever detained," albeit without
offering any evidence, and that it "has weakened American security," again based only on
assertion. What is a plain fact is that in the seven-plus years that Gitmo has been in operation
the American homeland has not been attacked.

  

It is also a plain fact -- and one the President acknowledged -- that many of the detainees
previously released, often under intense pressure from Mr. Obama's anti-antiterror allies, have
returned to careers as Taliban commanders and al Qaeda "emirs." The New York Times
reported yesterday on an undisclosed Pentagon report that no fewer than one in seven
detainees released from Gitmo have returned to jihad.

  

Mr. Obama called all of this a "mess" that he had inherited, but in truth the mess is of his own
haphazard design. He's the one who announced the end of Guantanamo without any plan for
what to do with, or where to put, KSM and other killers. Now he's found that his erstwhile allies
in Congress and Europe want nothing to do with them. Tell us again why Gitmo should be
closed?

  

This is the same question the the House Republican Conference - of which Congressman
Pence is Chairman - has been asking :

    

                

    

Congressman Pence reiterated this view  from the floor of the U.S. House yesterday morning:
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http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124294739252745239.html
http://www.gop.gov/detainees
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=3478:gitmo-one-minute&amp;catid=48:speeches-and-floor-statements&amp;Itemid=94
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Concluding with this:

  

"Let me say emphatically, ‘Mr. President, public safety comes before public relations.'

    

"The American people don't want to know how closing Guantanamo Bay will make us
more popular, they want to know how closing Guantanamo Bay will make us safer."
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