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Congressman Pence spoke with RedState's Kevin Holtsberry today and their conversation
provided the material for this post :

The Congressman thinks the GOP is winning the argument over the budget in any ways
because the issues they are raising resonate with what Americans thinks about running huge
deficits and trying to spend our way out of this crisis.

| asked whether the GOP should roll out detailed and complete alternative proposals on the
budget and health care or simply oppose the bad policies the Democrats are trying to push
through.

He stated that the first job of the opposition is simply to oppose when conscience demands. And
they plan to use every tool at their disposal to expose and oppose the dangerous big
government policies of President Obama and Congressional Democrats.

But they also plan to put forward detailed alternatives like they recently did with the budget.
These are needed to show that the GOP is still the party of ideas; of limited government,
personal responsibility, a strong defense, etc.

He acknowledged that they had to have a willingness to fight but argued that you also have to
have a vision for where you want to lead the country.

| then returned to the issue of communication. | offered that many felt that President Bush, and
Republicans in general, have often had failed to communicate - or were perceived to have
communication failures. | wonder what he thought needed to be done to insure their ideas and
principles were heard and understood.

His response was that the GOP "Didn't have a marketing problem we had a principle problem!"
We didn't fail to communicate about No Child Left Behind or about the budget or other programs
it was that those were bad policies. He argued that the GOP needs to get back to what in
Indiana they call "dancing with what brung ya" - get back to your principles first then worry about
communicating.



http://www.redstate.com/kevin_holtsberry/2009/04/01/mike-pence-on-the-gop-as-the-principled-opposition/
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