"Preserving budget discipline"
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The Washington Times ran an editorial on Sunday about upcoming legislation on the
budget.

Without pay-go rules - budget codes enforced by law that require every prospective dollar in
expenditure added to be matched with a cut or another revenue stream - there is little chance of
halving the $1 trillion-plus deficit by 2013 to $533 billion, as the White House has indicated it
wants to do (ironically, President Bush had similar aspirations in 2004). But it's bait-and-switch,
with deficit reduction the bait and the switch being tax increases (not spending cuts) to achieve
the reduction, which is exactly where this is going with the liberals ruling the roost. This is
something Republicans will not willingly stand for regarding pay-go, no matter how much the
country "needs" the spending and thus "must” tax to reach a deficit reduction.

"My experience with Democrats and pay-go is you pay and they just go on spending,” said
Indiana Rep. Mike Pence, chairman of the House Republican Conference. "Republicans have
not categorically opposed pay-go; we oppose pay-go that does not exclude tax increases.” Mr.
Pence said that in a recession no one should raise taxes on anybody. He is right about that. But
Republicans should think hard before abandoning support for pay-go, despite the
bait-and-switch potential. With budget controls, there must be a vote on every spending
measure, every change to each spending measure, and any tax increases to offset spending
increases. That makes it very difficult for Democrats to raise taxes at will without their
fingerprints being on the measures, and it would be very easy for Republicans to hammer them
at election time if new taxes are imposed.
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