In Case You Missed It:
Friday, 08 February 2008 00:00

Congressman Mike Pence had an op-ed published in the Washington Times on February 5,
2008 about his desire to see real reform brought to the earmarking process. Some excerpts:

After years of excess spending and outright corruption, the gauges of federal spending in
Washington are telling the American people something is very wrong, especially when it comes
to earmarks. It is time to land the plane and fix the engine. It is time for an earmark moratorium
followed by fundamental reform.

I have been an advocate for earmark reform for years and have led efforts by House
conservatives to enact budget process reforms under Republican majorities. | have also
supported bipartisan efforts to enact further earmark reforms under Democratic control. And |
have led by example. | have never traded my vote for a funding request. One year ago, my
office was among the first in Congress to post all of my appropriations requests on my Web site.
| have made every effort to press for reform within the system, but | have come to the
conclusion that Congress must take dramatic action to restore public confidence in the federal
budget process.

Recently, Republicans in Congress took a significant step toward earmark reform by
challenging House Democrats to join them in a "time-out” on earmarking. Republicans united
behind a challenge for an earmark moratorium and called for the establishment of a new select
committee that would conduct public hearings and make recommendations that will change the
way that Congress spends the people's money forever. By challenging House Democrats to join
in a bipartisan effort ending the current practice of earmarking in Washington, House
Republicans have thrown down the gauntlet of reform.

Republicans are leading this fight for fiscal discipline and reform. For the sake of the nation, |
sincerely hope our Democrat colleagues will soon follow.
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