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    Congressman John Shadegg announced  late yesterday that he will indeed  be running for 
reelection
.
  
I expected my decision would elicit little reaction here in Arizona, and less in Washington. The
events of the last week have, to say the least, stunned and deeply humbled me.

My decision was made after deep reflection and consultation with my family. It was entirely a
personal decision between me and my family. The reactions of my constituents and my friends
now suggest there were implications far broader than we had contemplated...

Congressman Mike Pence of Indiana, when asked why he circulated the letter amongst my
colleagues urging me to reconsider, quoted President Abraham
Lincoln who when asked why he kept General Ulysses S. Grant responded: “I cannot spare the
man, he fights.” Frankly, my family has encouraged me, over the last week to reconsider my
decision and is willing to continue to sacrifice so I may continue to fight.You may recall, when
Rep. Shadegg first
announced
that 
he would retire
, Congressman Pence, along with 
RSC
Chairman 
Jeb
Hensarling
, 
spearheaded
the 
effort
in 
urging
Congressman Shadegg 
to reconsider
.
  
"Your intellectual consistency in defense of the Constitution and passionate articulation of
conservative principles is in need now more than ever,"

"We fear that without you and the long-term perspective you bring to every debate, our battles
will be difficult to win.

"The Republican Conference needs you here, the conservative movement needs you here, and
the country needs you here."  
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http://johnshadegg.house.gov/
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5jVj4b7JtLn0Xb_VnM9Y6-fzSs0BAD8UV23981
http://johnshadegg.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=84315
http://www.johnshadegg.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0212shadeggmain0212.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0212shadeggmain0212.html
http://blog.washingtonpost.com/sleuth/2008/02/john_shadegg_retiring_to_find.html
http://www.house.gov/hensarling/rsc/
http://www.house.gov/hensarling/rsc/hensarling_bio.shtml
http://www.house.gov/hensarling/
http://www.humanevents.com/article.php?id=25147
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0215shadegg0216-ON.html
http://www.house.gov/hensarling/rsc/doc/shadegg_letter.pdf
http://www.washingtontimes.com/article/20080218/NATION/636579034/1002

