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    In case you missed it, Congressman Rick Boucher and Congressman Pence co-authored an 
op-ed
pertaining to the stalled 
media shield law
in conjunction with 
Sunshine Week
.
  
During the past several years, more than 30 reporters have been subpoenaed or questioned in
federal court proceedings about confidential sources.

Federal prosecutors are attempting to force journalists to reveal their sources rather than finding
the wrongdoers through their own investigations into reported activities. They have used the
threat of jail to pressure reporters into violating the promises of confidentiality they made to their
sources as a condition of receiving the information at the core of their stories and at the core of
the criminal investigation. In some instances, reporters have in fact been jailed for keeping their
promises not to divulge the identity of sources. These actions inevitably have a chilling effect on
the willingness of reporters to rely on confidential sources and the willingness of sources to
speak with reporters.

Action is needed to protect thepromise of confidentiality between reporters and their sources
from this unprecedented series of federal government challenges. The public's right to know
hangs in the balance because if the identity of sources is not protected, many matters of public
importance will not become known. Public corruption and corporate misdeeds will go
uncorrected.

By protecting reporters and their confidential sources, the Free Flow of Information Act will
encourage whistleblowers to talk to journalists and expose wrongdoing. It will ensure that
journalists can continue to do what they have done since our nation's founding - to exercise the
freedom of the press to bring to light information on the most important issues of the day. As
Thomas Jefferson recognized, our liberty and our democracy are dependent on a free and fully
functioning press. Our bill will help underpin this nation's tradition of honoring press freedom as
a hallmark of our open and informed society.

You can read the entire op-ed HERE .

In related news, Congressman Pence was mentioned in the New York Times  because of his
role in championing a federal media shield law.

  
Representative Mike Pence, Republican of Indiana and the author of the House bill, lately has
cited Ms. Locy’s plight as proof that a shield law is needed. Her case “is the biggest bullet in the
gun,” said Matt Lloyd , a spokesman for the congressman.  
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http://www.gadsdentimes.com/article/20080315/NEWS/803150303/1050/OPINION
http://www.thomas.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:s.02035:
http://www.sunshineweek.org/
http://www.sunshineweek.org/sunshineweek/boucherpence08
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/17/business/media/17sources.html?_r=1&amp;ref=business&amp;oref=slogin
http://www.facebook.com/people/Matt_Lloyd/1113413446

