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    The media fallout from the Select Committee's final report:

Associated Press: “House Panel Says Democrats Messed Up 2007 Vote”
  
Democrats messed up. Republicans were robbed.FOX News: “Panel: House Democrats Stole
Immigration Vote ”
  
  

Democrats incorrectly closed a vote on the House floor in August 2007, which would have
resulted in Republicans prevailing on an immigration issue, according to a special bipartisan
House committee.

  

The committee found that "the vote tally of 212 yeas and 216 nays that was finally announced
was incorrect. It is either 215 yeas and 213 nays, which would have reflected the tally at the
time the chair prematurely announced the result, or 211 yeas and 217 nays."

CongressDaily AM: “Erroneous House Vote Result Of ‘Perfect Storm’ Of Events”
  
  

When the vote showed 214-214, McNulty, who was the presiding officer, started to announce
the vote. A tie would have meant the Democrats, who were in the majority, would have won. But
in the confusion, several late-arriving members tried to cast votes by hand, rather than using the
electronic vote system. At the same time, Majority Leader Hoyer was heard loudly insisting that
the vote be ended.

  

Shortly thereafter, the electronic tally showed a "final" 215-213, meaning the Republicans would
have won.

  

The final announced vote was 212-216. That vote was incorrect, according to the special panel.
At the time, the Republicans walked out in protest. The ranking member of the special panel,
Rep. Mike Pence, R-Ind., said the panel's report proved "the Republicans were right; the vote
was wrong."

  

The select committee's chairman, Rep. William Delahunt, D-Mass., did not disagree with
Pence's conclusion. He pointed to an "abundance of mistakes" that led to the erroneous tally.
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Washington Post: “‘Stolen Vote’ Count Was Wrong”
  
  

When the result was announced, furious Republicans stormed out as allegations of partisan
bias flew.

  

In the report, Delahunt said Roll Call 814 was "the perfect storm," comprising "a long and
contentious week; a close vote on a sensitive issue; the lateness of the hour; urging from the
Majority Leader and other Members to close the vote."

  

Calling the roll call "a botched motion to recommit on a bill that never became law," he
recommended changes to the voting system, including the repeal of a rule introduced at the
beginning of this Congress that would bar the majority from holding open a vote "for the sole
purpose of reversing the outcome of such a vote."

  

Ultimately, the report gave two conflicting possibilities for the vote, following a second-by
second-analysis of "three pivotal minutes" in the closing stages of the vote -- as two Democrats
and three Republicans attempted to change votes they had already cast: "It is either 215 yeas
and 213 nays . . . or 211 yeas and 217 nays."

  

Rep. Mike Pence (Ind.), the ranking Republican on the committee, said the vote "will forever be
a black mark on the 110th Congress."

CQ Today: “House Panel Urges End on Ban of Extra-Long Floor Voting Periods”
  
  

Members of the Select Committee to Investigate House Roll Call Vote 814, as it is formally
called, were able to agree across party lines that the disputed vote was mishandled.

  

At issue was a procedural vote that would have denied funds to employers of illegal aliens. The
vote — part of the consideration of an appropriations bill (HR 3161) — at one point showed that
Republicans had won, but their victory was erased because Democrats kept the tally open long
enough for some of their members to change their votes.
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Decorum crumbled, as Republicans watching the roll call move in the other party’s favor yelled
at the presiding officer.
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