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    Human Events has a story worth reading  today about the so-called 'Fairness Doctrine'
and the way in which the Federal Communications Commission could target religious
broadcasters...
  
  

A number of prominent congressional Democrats, among them House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
want the FCC to bring back the so-called Fairness Doctrine. Until its abolishment by President
Ronald Reagan, the doctrine gave the five-member FCC the right to demand that broadcasters
present contrasting views or risk losing their broadcast license.

What is even more troubling to Christian talk show hosts is a left-wing movement to use
regulatory boards like the FCC to cancel broadcast licenses and to stamp out free speech
altogether. Such government power is already being exerted in Europe and Canada, where
those at the microphone cannot criticize Islam or homosexuality without risking a blackout.

  

"Our founders believed the most important liberty was religious liberty," says Frank Pastore,
whom some have dubbed the "Christian Rush Limbaugh" for his daily radio talk show in Los
Angeles. "They enshrined that belief in the First Amendment. And now that religious liberty is
threatened. We need to just look at Canada and Europe and see what liberals have in mind. I
don't want to be France. I don't want to be Canada. I want to continue to be America."

  

Says Bruce Fein, the FCC general counsel during the Reagan administration, "The whole
purpose of the Fairness Doctrine is to force contrasting views even if it violates the
broadcaster's scruples. The overall objective is to try to make it sufficiently expensive, so it isn't
worth it so I'll say nothing at all. The alternative is not to have more views but to have fewer."
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http://www.humanevents.com/article.php?id=30580

